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Thoughts from your Chapter Director  

 

 

Volume 20, Issue #07  July 1st, 2009  

Greeting Pod Members, 

May into June 29 Days of NO rain who would have thought. Beautiful weather but now we are seeing a little 

bit of that rain we usually would have gotten in May but thatôs ok because we need it. 

Weôre really busy in July; with Wing Ding the 2nd to the 5th.  Our Ice cream social will include a short ride 

on the back roads to the Gig Harbor Dairy Queen. If you want to do Chapter Zôs Ice Cream pin this will be 

the place to start. I do have a new form for it with the cost being reduced from 10 to 5 dollars. The Mystery 

ride with Chapter A is the 11th and we are planning on leaving the Tremont 76 at 6:30 am. The District Rally 

is in Lynden the 17th to the 19th I know Jim and Jan are going. We are still batting around the idea of a day 

ride to Lynden on the 18th for those who might not want to stay up there. Weôll give more out on this at the 

chapter meeting.  

Rick Williams had decided to step down as one of our ACD, so Pat will have the work load. I will take over 

the News letter for now and I want to welcome aboard Fred Schmidt who has stepped up to be the 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator. He will work with JK to make a smooth transition. Thanks to all 

who are making our chapter work so well. 

A reminder we are beginning to put things together for the chapter fund raiser the Whale of a Picnic in 

August. Part of it will be a silent auction. Please help out by seeing what you might want to donate to the 

auction and contact either Myrna or myself so we can make a list. Please get your registration in so it will 

help with our planning. 

Check the news letter for your GWRRA No. 

Thatôs all for now, see you at the upcoming chapter  

Ken your CD 

The Pod 
Publisher  
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       Myrna's Word On Social Get Togethers  

WA-A Seattle  4th Sat  WA-N Spokane  3rd Sun  

WA-B Bremerton  1st Sun  WA-O Port Orchard  4th Sat  

WA-C Everett  2nd Sat  WA-P Longview  3rd Sat  

WA-D Aberdeen  2nd Sun  WA-Q Puyallup  1st Fri  

WA-E Bellevue  3rd Sat  WA-R Walla Walla  1st Sat  

WA-F Tacoma  4th Sun  WA-V Auburn  1st Thu  

WA-H Lynden  2nd Tue  WA-Y Enumclaw  2nd Fri  

WA-I  Olympia  3rd Sun  WA-Z Centralia  2nd Sat  

WA-L Kennewick  2nd Sat  WA-X Vancouver  1st Sat  

WA-M Yakima  1st Sat     

Chapter O hosts a gathering the 4th Saturday of 

each month at the Airport Diner, located at the 
Bremerton Municipal Airport on State Route 3. 

Breakfast starts at 8:00 AM followed by the 

gathering at 9:00 AM. See WWW.GWRRA.ORG for 

other chapters meeting locations and times.  

Chapter Gatherings  

 You know the old saying,  

    ò I scream, You scream, We all scream for ICE CREAMó 

 Well, it sure looked like all the members of Chapter òOó are lovers of Ice Cream. 

  On the 9th of June we had the first of our Ice Cream Socials at the Dairy Queen in Port 

Orchard.  What a turn out, we had over 30 members in attendance.  Plus a couple of Beeõs 

were even seen bussing around.  It was a warm day so many came on their bikes.   

  It was very relaxed, everyone just milled around and visited, talked with people they had 

not seen in a while. We were glad to see that Rita Walker was feeling much better.  Some 

came a little early and ate dinner.  

  Get ready cause this month we are planning on heading to the Gig Harbor, Dairy Queen.  

For those of you that would like a little evening ride to the location we are going to leave 

the ò76ó station at 6:30 pm. or you can just meet there. 071836 

  Remember to take a picture of your self at the location if you are working on the Ice 

Cream Patch.  

  We hope to see all of you on the 7th of July at the Gig Harbor, Dairy Queen.  

 

Myrna Scrivner, Event Coordinator  

Search the newsletter for your GWRRA number. If 

you find your number you will receive $5.00 towards 

your breakfast at the chapter meeting during the 

month of the newsletter.  

Find your GWRRA number  
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Greetings to the Pod: 

  

They say time flies when youôre having fun, and 

right now Iôm a believer. 

This month and year is flying by way to fast but we are 

having fun. Weôre really enjoying the summer weather 

weôve had for at least a few weeks. I missed the fishing/

BBQ at Jack Davies but I did hear that it turned out very 

good. On the 7th several of us showed up at the Harper 

church bikes-bluegrass-BBQ and that was  a lot of fun, 

even in spite of the parking lot problem. On the 9th was 

our ice cream social at D. Q.  And then on the 13th was 

the chapter D duck hunt. We had 8 bikes show up at the 

Belfair Safeway, 6 from chapter O and 2 from B. Jack & 

Louise, Jon &Vickie, Jack Davies, Marv Scott, Mike 

Mayer, and me. It was a cold ride to the school in 

Montesano to register but about mid morning the sun 

broke through and warmed things up, making for a very 

enjoyable and beautiful ride. I donôt know what the total 

head or bike count was but it seem to me as though there 

were not as many people there this year has I had seen in 

the past. Congratulations to Jon Parsons for winning the 

grand prize of the poker run with the most points, a new 

set of tires. Just a side note---I found the Ducké With 

all of summer still in front of us, we have a lot of rides 

and fun activities planned out and lots of opportunities to 

enjoy good fellowship, good food and good rides. So 

donôt forget to ride safe, have fun, and find someone to 

uplift, encourage, and invite along. 

 

  ACDs Pat & Debbie Holmes 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ACDs Pat and Debbie Holmes  Bill and Lori Biltoft, Chapter 

Greetings Pod from Bill and Lori your Chapter 

Educators. 

 I think summer has come and riding season is here. 

I just hope we donôt have any more of those 90+ 

days for a while. We are planning on having a 

Parking lot practice after the June Meeting. So 

please plan on it and we look forward to seeing you. 

Here is some info on tires that we thought would be 

good to pass on. 

  

Dry Rot 

How to avoid it 

By: James R. Davis 

---------------------------------------------------------------

---Keeping your tires in good shape includes 

constant attention to them, maintaining proper 

inflation at all times, and a little luck in avoiding 

street hazards. But dry rot is a problem some of our 

tires seem to experience, particularly if our 

motorcycles are not ridden year round. 

There are a few simple things that you can do to 

minimize dry rot: 

 

Do not store your motorcycle near electrical 

appliances. Ozone is generated around electrical 

appliances and is primarily responsible for the 

cracks in your tire rubber. 

 

Do not use anything like Armor All on your tires. 

These products make the rubber look nice and clean 

and bright black, but they also rob the rubber of the 

chemicals they were manufactured with which are 

designed to minimize the effect of ozone. 

 

Do not park your bike with the tires sitting on oil 

spots. The oil will deteriorate the tire rubber over 

time. 

 

Copyright C 1992 - 2009 by The Master Strategy 

Group, all rights reserved. 

 

(James R. Davis is a recognized expert witness in 

the fields of Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics.) 
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We made the turn off highway 16 to Purdy and I said to Merilee ñwe 

only need to ride another hour and we will have 4,000 miles for this 

tripò. Merilee promptly said ñdo you want to ride or get home to a 

cocktail on the deck?ò  This was understandable since we had left 

Twin Falls Idaho that morning, 624 miles ago. We chose home and the 

end to our ride after 3942 miles. 

Two weeks before we left for an open ended trip that eventually took 

us to nine states, 8 National Parks, a couple of National Recreation 

areas and several wildlife preserves. All on our trusty 2006 gold Gold 

Wing. 

Planning for the trip began when I got a call from my friend Jim who 

lives at Lake Tahoe. He was house bound after  pulling a calf muscle 

and wanted some company. I checked the calendar and we had three 

empty weeks. No  appointments, no family gatherings, nothing except 

the Chapter ñOò monthly meeting which had been moved          

because of Memorial Day. I figured this was an acceptable reason to 

miss a gathering. So, the next day we loaded the wing, sent a couple e-

mails letting the family know we were on the road. With our National 

Park pass and  directory, a couple of maps in hand, no hotel 

reservations and really no agenda past Lake Tahoe we were off,          

winging it. 

We spent the first night with friends in Bend Oregon where we were 

treated to an awesome bbq and some adult beverages. Early the next 

morning we headed to Lava Beds National Monument and Tule Lake 

Wildlife Preserve just south of Klamath Falls and the Oregon boarder. 

We did some cave exploring but climbing around under ground in 

motorcycle gear is a quick way to a broken ankle so we cut that short 

and moved on to viewing the petroglyphs.Tule Lake is one of the 

oldest inhabited areas in the US. The ancient ones left their drawings 

and cravings for us to figure out who the heck were these guys. 

Staying off the freeways gave us a chance to meander our way to 

Tahoe through the gold country following CA 89. We skirted Lassen 

NP , the main road across the park still closed from winter snow. We 

spent three days at Lake Tahoe, touring around the Lake in both 

directions.  

Taking time to check out some really great roads our travels took us 

down the eastern side of the Sierra mountains on CA 89 and 395 and 

some side loop roads that crested 9,000 feet. Stops at Yosemite, Mono 

Lake, Mammoth Lakes, Devils Postpile and then into the dessert and 

Stovepipe Wells, Furnace Creek and Death Valley visitors center. We 

went from 55 degrees in the mountains to 105 degrees at the visitors 

center in Death Valley 190 feet below sea level. 

One of the nice benefits of an open ended plan lets us stop at any 

interesting site. One of those almost slipped by us, Manzanar Historic 

site. Marked only by a small sign along 395, Manzanar is the site of 

one of ten war relocation centers for Japanese Americans. A total of 

10,046 Japanese Americans, 2/3 were American citizens by birth were 

housed in this 500-acre camp. The Interpretive Center documents the 

war years and the hardship these folks had to    endure and the 

campaign to recognize the injustice. In 1988 the U.S. Civil Liberties 

Act granted a $20,000 payment and an apology to 82,000 former 

internees. 

Wanting to skip Las Vegas our travels took us to Shoshone then Baker 

and south to Kingman Arizona where we picked up one of the last 

sections of the mother road ñRoute 66ò. Tourist traps and all it was fun 

to be part of an American   legend. Next stop the biggest hole in the 

ground you every want to see, Grand Canyon South rim.  

 

 

   

Giving ourselves a bonus we got a room in the Powell Cabin part 

of Bright Angle Lodge right next to the South rim. We took our 

wine on the rim trail and sat and watched sunset change the colors 

of the canyon from brown to red to almost blue. As the sun began 

to fade, up from deep in the valley a pair of rare California 

Condors rose on the air currents right in front of us! Coffee the 

next morning was from the same spot watching the sunrise. We 

exited the park along Desert View Drive to the east stopping at the 

famous lookout tower.  

Monument Valley and the four corners were the goals the next 

day . It was really great to see some of the landscape that you 

could recognize from the John Wayne movies. You can almost 

imagine a stagecoach with Andy Devine driving and the Duke 

riding shotgun rolling by. The Navajo reservation covers both 

Monument Valley and four corners so there is a small charge to 

stand on four states at once but it was worth it. 

Heading north and toward home Canyonlands National Park was 

our next stopping point. Canyonlands is really three parks in one. 

The Needles in the south with the potholes, arches, spires and 

mushroom shaped rocks. Island in the Sky has the deep valleys 

and majestic views and The Maze that is the most rugged and 

wildest can only be seen from four wheel drive, hiking or by 

floating the Green or Colorado rivers. We didnôt do it justice as 

we did our drive-through tour but with Merilee taking photos from 

her perch in the passenger saddle we can look back and be awed 

again and again. 

Not to be left out is Arches NP. With a rain storm looming we 

rode the 24 mile route (48 round trip) through the park viewing 

the rock formations with names like, Broken Arch, Sand Dune 

Arch, Delicate Arch, Devils Garden, Double O Arch and Fiery 

Furnace. Each with a unique look of the red rock, sandstone and 

salt beds. 

After a quick tour of Central Utah University dinosaur museum 

home of one of the most complete mammoth skeletons ever 

recovered we headed northwest. Outside of Provo we detoured to 

visit Robert Redfordôs ski area, Sundance. As luck would have it, 

it also butts up to 11,000 foot Mt. Timpanogos . A 16 mile scenic 

drive on a one lane road that crosses over the Wasatch Range to 

the west side of the mountains and the Timpanogos Cave National 

Monument. Working our way up to 8800 feet through the Aspen 

trees and views around every bend in the road. Lookout for the 

bicyclists, they think they own the road here, too. 

That night Twin Falls, Idaho, oh hey this is where the story began.  

Road Trip  2009 by Don a nd Merilee Rees  

Desert Fling 2009 Kennewick WA, Chapter O on the GO 
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